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RAILROAD COMMISSION OF TEXAS

JOHN SHARP JAMES E. (JI'M NUGENT KENT HANCE

November 9, 1987

RSP -9%-4€¢€-42 o B
M. Richard L. Beam = 5
Director . . 0
Ofice of Pipeline Safety . - 33
U S. Departnent of Transportation TEE
Research and_ Special Prograns Adnin. s
40Seventh Street, s.w. . 32
Washi ngton, DC. 20590 m =
Dear M. Beam Tz

During the Septenber 22, i i
Pi peline ngety Star?dards .Corrmtt.ele%j?h \}@%%E Ingrjllgonc,’f Dt.rc]:ef,TSrCcppnc;s%{f‘ls
were made to clarify certain definitions.

The definitions pi:oposed by the Anerican Petroleum Institute
(API) are outlined in the enclosure with this letter. The Texas
Md- Cont inent Q| and Gas Associ ation and the Texas |ndependent
Producer s and Ro riallntY Omners Association, two highly respected

organizations W t :he 0il and gas industry, have endorsed the
proposed definitions.

The Texas Railroad Commi ssion joins these two organizations
?nd the APl in urging the adoption of these proposed definitions
or "gathering line," ‘"transmission 1line," and i
facil |?y? However, 1n consqgnance Wth the ‘bas;] C reas ﬁo,%cr: the
exi stence of the Departnent of Transportation's. Ofice of Pipeline

Safety = which is _public safety - t f et t
Conmi t%ee and the to conS|de¥ an\/\gchrt?%naPecthng%.y Standards

| n c’leterminingo_l_vw ch pi P_el ines are subject to pipeline safety
enforcenent, t ~now relies upon the basic criteria of the
type of Tp| peline facilities (definitionsk.,,=nd the proxinity of
those acilities to public living, working, or gathering aréas.

We urge greater reliance on the second criterion - proximty
to people - and less on definitions. |f a pipeline passes through
or near a working or living area, or other public gathering area,

pi peline safety becones an issue, regardless of how the pipeline
I's defined.

The DOT presently defines class |ocations for pipelines,
under 49 CFR Part 192.5. A class 1 location is any class |ocation
unit that has 10 or less buildings intended for human occupancy,
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within a certain distance of the pipeline. Cass 2 and higher
classes have increasing concentrations of people, buildings, etc.

Under Part 192.1, the mninmmsafety standards do not apply
to onshore gathering lines outside of (i) cities, towns, cr
villages, or (ii) any designated area, with examples given.

W propose that Part 192.1 be revised as foll ows:
(b) This part does not apply to:

(no change) .
(IL) Ofshore gathering of gas upstreamfromthe outlez
flange of each facility on the outer continental shelf
where hydrocarbons are produced or where produced
hydrocarbons are first ~ separated, dehydrated, or

ot herwi se processed, whichever facility is €farther
downstream and

(revised)

(2). Onshore gathering of éﬁJaS for any portion of the
pipeline facilities |ocated outside of the popul ated
areas referred to in (c) below

(new)

(c) The mninmum safety standards -do apply  to onshore
athering of gas for any portion of the gathering pipeline
acilities located wthin:

Igi) A class 2 or higher location, as defined in
art 192.5.

i) Any other location specifically designated b
t(he)O‘fiyce of Pipeline Safgty. Y : g

Thank you for your consideration of this proposal.

Sincerely,

COmriiss1ioner
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Commigsioner

[E22

Commissioner




